
Category IV 
These wetlands are the smallest, most isolated, and have the least     
diverse vegetation. They are wetlands that should be able to be replaced 
and, in some cases, be able to be improved from a habitat standpoint.    
Category IV wetlands do provide important functions and values. In    
certain  local areas, these wetlands provide groundwater recharge and 
water pollution prevention functions and, therefore, may be more        
important from a local point of view. 
 
Pacific County requires a 25’ undisturbed buffer around Category IV  
wetlands. Impacts to Category IV wetlands and wetland buffers are    
required to be mitigated for at a ratio of 1.5 to 1. Mitigation is not required 
for impacts to Category IV wetlands/buffers when the wetland in question 
is less than 2,500 square feet in size. 
 
 
What is a wetland buffer?   
A wetland buffer is an undisturbed area of native vegetation, surrounding 
a wetland, which serves to protect the integrity, functions, and values of 
a wetland from potential adverse impacts. Pacific County regulates      
impacts to the wetland buffer similar to the actual wetland resource. 
 
What is mitigation?  
Mitigation is the action necessary to replace and/or compensate for a 
project induced  wetland or wetland buffer loss due to development    
actions. The amount and type of mitigation is dependent upon the      
wetland type being disturbed. 
 
What is a wetland delineation?  
A wetland delineation is a formal demarcation of the boundary of a      
wetland performed by a qualified wetland professional and normally   
includes an assessment and rating of the specific wetland. 
 

 
Pacific County Ordinance No. 147 regulates             
development within or adjacent to wetlands. 
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W E T L A N D S  

What is a wetland? 
The Corps of Engineers, the Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Shoreline Management Act, and the Growth Management Act all define 
wetlands as: Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or 
ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that 
under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation     
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands  generally 
include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas. Wetlands do not 
include those artificial wetlands intentionally created from non-wetland 
sites, including, but not limited to, irrigation and drainage ditches,       grass
-lined swales, canals, detention facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, 
farm ponds, and landscape amenities, or those wetlands created after July 
1, 1990, that were unintentionally created as a result of the construction of 
a road, street, or highway. 
 
Why are wetlands important?   
Wetlands provide important stopover, feeding, and breeding habitat for 
migratory waterfowl and shorebirds. They also provide critical breeding, 
rearing, and feeding habitat for native fish and wildlife, including a number 
of threatened and endangered species. In addition, wetlands perform 
important hydrologic functions, including flood control, erosion and storm 
damage reduction, water quality maintenance, and water supply. 
 
What is the major cause of wetland loss?   
Development is the largest single cause of wetland loss.  Harmful activities 
include diking and draining former wetlands to create farmland; filling 
wetlands so permanent structures can be built; and building in-stream 
structures such as tide gates, piers, jetties, and bridges that change river 
hydraulics and cause sedimentation. In addition, development activities in 
floodplains can alter natural runoff and water movement patterns leading to 
significant wetland loss. 
 
Are all wetlands the same?   
No. Wetlands in Washington State differ widely in resource value. Some 
wetland types are common, and others are rare, but all provide some 
valued functions. These may be ecological, economic, recreational, or 
esthetic. To effectively protect wetlands, the Washington State Department 
of Ecology developed a wetland rating system. Which is a process that 
differentiates and rates wetlands according to specific characteristics or 
functional attributes. Local governments throughout the State of 
Washington have developed regulations to protect wetlands based upon 
the individual rating of the wetland in question. 

W H A T  A R E  T H E  D I F F E R E N T  
W E T L A N D  C A T A G O R I E S  

 
Category I 
These wetlands are the “cream of the crop.” Generally, these wetlands 
are not common and would make up a small percentage of the wetlands 
in Pacific County and the State of Washington. These are wetlands that: 
1) provide a life support function for threatened or endangered species 
that has been documented, and the wetland is on file in databases 
maintained by state agencies; 2) represent a high quality example of a 
rare wetland type; 3) are rare within a given region; or, 4) are relatively 
undisturbed and contain ecological attributes that are impossible to 
replace within a human lifetime, if at all.  Examples of Category I wetlands 
are mature forested wetlands that may take a century to develop, bogs 
and fens with their special plant populations that have taken centuries to 
develop, and estuarine wetlands found in Willapa Bay. 
 
Pacific County requires a 100’ undisturbed buffer around Category I 
wetlands. Impacts to Category I wetlands and wetland buffers are 
required to be mitigated for at a ratio of 4 to 1.   
 
Category II 
These wetlands are those that: 1) provide habitat for very sensitive or 
important wildlife or plants; 2) are either difficult to replace; or 3) provide 
very high functions, particularly for wildlife habitat. These wetlands occur 
more commonly than Category I wetlands, but still need a high level of 
protection. 
 
Pacific County requires a 75’ undisturbed buffer around Category II 
wetlands. Impacts to Category II wetlands and wetland buffers are 
required to be mitigated for at a ratio of 2 to 1. 
 
Category III 
These wetlands provide important functions and values. They are 
important for a variety of wildlife species and occur more commonly than 
either Category I or II wetlands. Generally these wetlands will be smaller, 
less diverse, and/or more isolated in the landscape than Category II 
wetlands. They occur more frequently and are difficult to replace. Pacific 
County requires a 50’ undisturbed buffer around Category III wetlands.  
Impacts to Category III wetlands and wetland buffers are required to be 
mitigated for at a ratio of 1.5 to 1. Mitigation is not required for impacts to 
Category III wetlands/buffers when the wetland in question is less than 
2,500 square feet in size. 
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