
ORDINANCE NO 358

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
PACIFIC COUNTY, WASIIIN GTON

1TN ORDINANCE REPEALI}IG ORDII'{ANCE NO,354 THAT REGLTLATES

ASSEMBLIES AND SUBSTITUTING NEW RULtrS PERTAINING TO LARGE
GATHERINGS

WHEREAS, an Ordinlnce peltaining to social events and assemblies is recossar)/

to protect the ireaith, safety, and welfare of the genelal pubiic;

WI1EREAS, thele ts a cianger to people attending ol taicing part in lalge

gatirer-ings if pr-o1tet police services, sanit:rry coudjtions, and other health and safety

measllies are not Present;

WHEREAS, Pacific County Clciinance No. 35 whicii peltains to assembltes was

adopted in 1970;

WFiER-EAS, a new Crdinance needs to r:eplace Pacific County Ordinance No. 35A

in order to impien-ieut vartoris technical con'ections; now therefore,

IT IS HERE,BY ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CON,{MISSIONERS,

PACIF'IC COUNTY, WASI{INGTON, AS FOLLOSTS:

It shal1 be uniaurful fol any person to ailow, encourago, organize, promote, conduct,

per'rit or cause to be advertised a social event or assembly for alry ptlrpose rvhich said

p"rron belierres, ol has reason to beiieve, will attract two tirousand (2,000) or more

p".ron, 4lring aly day at a particnial location r,vitirin Pacific CoLrnty that is outside tl-re

ii'rits of incorporated cities and tor.vns, unless a valid and cuLreut pelmit has been obtained

fr-o'r pacific Cou1i1, for opelating the social event or assembly. A permit may be issued

for a silg1e eyent oi assembiy or may encompass a series of social events or assemblies of
a like kind in nature that are scheduled to take place at the same location at specified times

r,vithin a given calendar Year.

SECT]ON 2 DEFINITiONS:

A, tlssernblJ, -"Asse6b1y" means tire gatheling logether of trvo tirousand (2,000) ol-lrore

Jlersons ai the sa111e piace and time.

B. Boctrcl of Contntissioners - "BoaLcl of Corlmissioners" means the Bcarcl of
Commissioners, Pacific County, Wasiringtou.

C. flealth HctzcLrcl - "Health Hazard" means a conditiott ot sttLLation.'vhere disease

potentiai exists and if left unabated the dtsease potentral u,i11 rncrease and mav

resilit in a public, irealth emergency
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D. Flectlth Officer, "Heaiti.r Cfiicer" lleans the Health Officer appointecl by the

Pacrfic Cor,rnty Boalcl of Fleaith pursuant to RCW 7A.A5.040 and RCW 70.05'050,

or a representalive autholizecl by and under the dilect supelvision of tire appornted

Healtir OFficer
E. Sociul Evertt - "Social Event" lreans any acl or evenl assoclatecl with l'eligiotLs,

sprritr,tal, artisltc, eciucationai, recre atiot-tiLl or sport"lng eudeavors.

F. person - "Person" treans an judividual, a paltnersirtp (inclLrdirtg paltners aud

mauagels), a corporation (inclrLdrng boat-d tnembels, officers, ancl tnanager), or any

other entity of any kinc1. "Person" also includes an applicaul, a Le-applicant, a peturit

holdel, an autirolized agent of the entity, or ally third party zrctiug on behaif of an1'

entity,

G. RegtLlcttiott - "Regulation" nrealrs a statrLte. "Regulatron" also ruealts an administlative

,r,i" or adjLrdicatory decision whicir is adopted under the aLlthority of the Wasilil'tgtolt

State Board of Healtli, the Pacific County Board olHealtir, the Board of Pacific

Cor-rnty Comnrssioners, the Stzrte of Washington, or the Federal governrneut.

H. Stcfttie - "Statute" means any ordinance of the Pacific Corutty Board of Health or tire

Pacific County Board of Cornmissionefs, oI any State of Fedelal 1aw'

Toilet Fctcilities - "Toilet Facilities' nean adequately designed and rnaintained

prirries, chemical toilets, or other faciiities that plovide plivacy and are rnteudeC

for: the collection and disposal of human wastes.

SECTION 3. LICENSING

Written application for a social event or assem.bly permit shall be made to the Board of
Commissioners. Beginning Janualy 1, 2008, an apphcation ilust be submitted a minrmum

of one hgndred and twenty days (120) days priol to the first day upon u'hich such social

event or assembiy is intended to take place. An application must include an analysis of
irow the requirements of Section 5 througir Section B of tliis Ordinance will be met. Au

application also must contain a site plan with a scale dlawing of the facilities that will be

used for the social event or assembly. The site plan must indicate where sanitaly and

parkilg facilities will be located, where file protection devices and equipment u'll1 be

itatroped, and whele traflic/crowd control pelsonnel will be positioned. This site plan

requilement is not appiicable to those social events ol assembiies tirat itave occurred on a

regulal basis dur"ing the five-yeal period immediately prior to tire adoption of this

Olciinalce: provided, however, that this exetnption sirall not apply unless it is expected

that the sociai event or assembly u,iiJ expertence lo significant changes regaldrng the

colditions covered under this Ordinance. The Boald of County Cornmissioners sirall hold

a plblic hearing on the permit application. Tire pubitc healrng must be advel'tlsed in the

officral county newspaper at leasi six (6) caleudar days plior to the hearirrg. At tlie
conciuston of the public irealing, the Board of Commissionels shall detertntne whether tire

requirements listed in Section 5 tirrough Section B of this Ordtnauce have been met or

1ike1v will be met befole the anticipated start of the social event or assembly. The Board
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of Co.urty Comnissioners sha11 issi.Le a permit with conditions if the requirenents irsted tn

Sectiol 5 tirrough Sectron 8 irave been net or 1ikely will be met before the anircipated

star-t of the social event oi-assembly. The Boarcl of Commissionels may i'eject the petmit

application if tire requirements listed il Seciion 5 tiuor-rgh Section 8 of this Otdinance

have not been met or-likely will not be met befole.the anticrpated stait of the sociai errettt

or assembly. The Board of County Commissroners aiso tlay waive part or all of the

reqtLirements of this Orclinarrce, if rt finds that the public benefit of glanting a waiver will
exc"ed a1y plblic irar-m theleby cleatecl. if tire Boalci of Comnrissioners grants a waiver, it

nay 1eqLrire adclitional conditions to mitigate any potential public harm whicir cor-rld be

caused by the watvel.

The Board of Conrlissionels sha11 adopt wlitten findings of fact and conclusions of law to

support its final clecisjon. SrLch findings and conclusicns do not need to be adoptecl at the

same time that the decision is rendeled.

After the Board of Conmissionels makes a final decision, an agglieved party catl aplreal

the decision by filing an appeal in Srperior Coui't r,vithin twenty-one (21) calendal days

of the deciston.

SECTION 4. INSPECTION

Aii facilities that will be used for a social event or assembly fol wirich a permit has beetl

obtained sirall be in existence prior to the start of the event. A11 such facilities shali be

subject to ilspection by Pacific County Department of Community Development. If the

facilities fail to meet the requiremeirts of any regulation or statute, or if the terms of the

per-nrit are violated. tiie Actnrinistratol of tire Departurent of Cotnmutrity Developnlelli or

iris or her designee nray revoke tire permit and cancei tire autirolity to irold the soctal event

or assembly.

SECTICN 5 SANITARY FACILITIES

A.

An appiicant for a sociai event or assembiy

following requilements irave or will be met
and tluousirout the event.
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perririt shail pr"ovide evidence that tire
priol to the start of a social event or assembiy

l{later Srtppllt. There must be an adequate sqrply of water, iu telms of quality and

quantity, for the social, event or assernbly. In deielminiug wirat constitutes an

adequate lvater suppiy, substantial defereuce shall be given to findings and

conclusions wirich aLe lendeled by tire Health Officer'. The water which wili be used

at tite social event or assembiy must cornply u'ith the standalds for quahty as

specified in chapter 246-290 WAC, or any arnendrnents thereto.

,SewcLge Disposctl. All sewage and liqLrid wastes must be disposed of thlougir a sauttaty

sewer systeil or rn a maltner tirat comphes u,ith the requilernents of Pacific CoLinty

Boar:d of Flealth OrdinanceNo.3A,38,3C and 3D, or any amettdments thereto'



C. Toitet Fucilities. Tire iotal nurlber of toilets lequired fol a soctal eveut or assemDly

sirall be basecl on the prolected maximum daiiy attendance . The appiicant shal1 pr-ovide

a mi'imurl of eigirt (8) toilets for the first one thousand (1.000) attendees ti'rat ale

expected alcl trvo (2) additional toilets for each additionai five irr"rndred (500)

attenclees, or fi'action thereof, that are expected. Toilet facilities sha1l be located

witirin tluee iruncired (300) feet of all poltions of all clay s5s and overnight camping

areas. At least two (2) of the toilets rnust be accessible by the disabled. Toilets sha11

be kept fi-ee of insects ancl rodents. Alr adequate sqtply of toilet paper sl'rall be

provided. Toiiet facilities muLst be accolr.iruutied r,vitli hand wasiring faciiities of a

sufficrent number to pt'event a public healtir hazard'

D. Sotict WcLste. A11 solid waste including, but not limited to, gal'bage, trash, or other

refLLse, must be collectecJ. tlansported and dispcsed of in a mz]nner that coniplies

with the lequirements of Pacific Connty Board of Fiealth Oldinance No. 2, 2A',28

and 2C (Solid Waste Handling, Litter, and Uuautirolized Durlping) and Pacific

Cournty Board of Health Orclinance No. 4 (Pubiic Nuisances), or any amendmetlis

to tirese t'egttl ati ous.

F.. Foocl PrepctrcLtion. Food Service Facilities and Liquor Services. if food will be

prepared, if public fooci services wili be plovided, and/or if liquor will be served at the

social evelt or assem.bly, such activities and facilities shall cornply with ieievant

regliations a1cl statutes. Food preparation facilities shall be considered a temporat'y

food serrrice establishment and sirall comply with tire requirements of Pacific County

Board of Commissioners/Pacific County Board of l{ealth Ordinance No. 132 (Food

Service Establishments), or any arnendments theleto

F. Overtdgltt Cantpittg. Overnight camprng andlor the use of recreational vehicles that rs

associated with a social event or assembly shali compiy with the requirements of Pacific

Cognty Boald of l{ealth Ordinance No. 5 (Recreationai Veiricles and Other Camping), or anv

amendments thereto.

SECTION 6. FIRE PROTECTION

An applicant for a social event or assembly permit sirali provide evidence that sufficient

appr-ovecl fire plotection devices and equipurent wiii be preseut at, in, or near any

UiritAing, tent, stadiulll, or enclosnLe where ten (10) ol more persolls are leasonably

expected to congregate at any time during tire course of the social et'ent or asseurbly.

SECTION 7. TRAFFiC/CROWD CONTROL

prior to issuance of any assembly permit, the applicant must first meet witl-r tire Sheriff

and otirer appropriate pu.blic liealth and safety entities and plovide a specific plan for

traific and crowd control ancl public safetlr' A11 such pians must be reviewed aud

approved by the a.forerlentioned publtc safety entities plior to the permit being issued by

the Boald of County Commissionel's.
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SECTIO].J 8. PARKiNG FACILITIES

A' applicant for a social eveirt ol assembiy permit sha11 plovide e vidence that thele will
ire parking faciiities wirich are lalge enough to accommodate one vehiclo pe1 every tirree

(3) persons that are reasoltably expected to attend the social event or assembl-y at any one

given tipre. Adequate ingress and egress shall be pt'ovicieci floll sLtch palicing alea(s) to

iacilitate the novemept of any vehicle at any tine to oi ft'om the pariting area(s),

Flowevei-, if br-rses ale usecl to transport pelsons to tire socizrl etrent or assembly, atl

applicalt shall clemonstrate that pubiic palking or par"icing as described above is availabie

al any site fi'om u,hich buses are scheduled to tlansport persolls to an et'ent regulatecl by

this Orciinance.

SECTION 9 ACCESS BY PUBLIC OFFICiALS

No social event or assembll,.pelmi1 shall be gtanted unless an applicant aglees in wnting

to allow law enforcement officels and lepreseutatives of the Pacific Contlty Depat'ttneut

of Commulit.v Deveiopment to enter aud temain upou the plernises covered under a

permit for- the purposes of inspecting the site(s) and enforcing tire ter-ms and conditions

under wirich a pet'mit is glanted.

The applicant shal1 ensure that emelgency vehicles have reasonable access to the event

site durine the entire course of the social event or assembly.

SECTION it). I{OL]RS OF OPERATION

No social evenr or assernbly coming within the provisions of Sectlon 1 shali be

colductecl in the unincorporated areas of Pacific County betu,een tire hours of 2:30

AM and 7:00 AM.

SECTION 11 EXEMPTiONS

A. Pacific Cormtlt Fair. The Pacific County Fair is exempt fi"om the requilements of this

Ordinance.
B. School Districts. Aly school district within Pacific County is exernpt fi'om tire reqniretlents

of this Or:dinance.

C. Recrecttional Sectsons. All Washtngton State Depadment of Fish and Wildlife recrcationai

seasons (lnur tirtg, fis ltin g, cl cutttttirt g).

SECTiON 12. MISCELLANEOUS

A. Estinrctting the Ntnnber of Attenclees/Prohibiting Access. An application for a soctal

evelt or assembly permit shall state the urunbel of pet'sons reasonabi)'expected and/or

the number of tickets plinted and sold. It shall be the duty of an applicant to t'ecold tite

ngmber of persons admitted to and exited from any event coming witirin the provistotls

of this Ordinance in such a manner that tire number of persons present can be

r.easouably knou,n at any time. Failu.le to pt'ovide a reasonably acculate lecold of the

lumber of pelsons present shall give public iaw enfor-cenrent personttel tire rjght to
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reasonably estimate the numberpresent. If the uuntbet'of persons present at auy ttme

appears to exceed the nnmbel of pelsons for witich tire pel'mit r,vas granted b,v at least

twenty (20) per:ce1t. law enforcement ageuctes or tire Administrator of tire Departnent

of Comnuli11, Development or his or irer de srgnee tnay pt'oilibil fultirer- access to the

erzent until such trme as the itLtmber iu attenclance ailows fol compliance with tlre
permit.

B, Perntit Fee. A social event or asseurbly pelrnit fee sha11 be set by resoiution of
thc Boal'd o I Colltttissiotters.

C. CertifictLte o.f Insurcutce. An applicant shall not receirze a pertlit r"rntri he or sire files a

Cer-tificate of Insurance in an amolllrt specified by the Counl.y that is reasonably

calcnlated for potentral ciamage wirich rr-tay occllr as result of the social evenl oi'

assemb1y.

D. Ott.tcloor luh.Lsic Festivctls. An appircant who seeks to sponsot' au outdoor 1l]Llslc

festival wirich is regr-rlated nncler Chapter 246-374 WAC, ol an) nrlendments

tirereto, also mrist cornply with the requireurenls iisted in the WAC.

SECTION 1 3. PENALTIES

A. Criytiyctl Pen.ctlties. A persolt who vroiates any provision of this Ot'dinzrnce or r'vho

fails to comply witir any ol its iequirements is guiity of a misdemeanol', aud eacil day ot'

por-tiol thereof during which a violation is committed, continued, ol not permitted shal1

colstitute a separate offense. Tire penalty for eacir violation is a fine of not more tiran

one thousand doilars ($1.000) oi implisontnent fol not more than ninety (90) days, or

both. The principles of liability contaiued in Chapter 9A.08 RCW, incir.rding, but not

iimited to, liability for conduct of another shall apply to tire en{brcement of tirj.s

Ordinance as shall ali tudicial interytetations thereof.

B. Cit,il Action.ln addition to criminai penalty provisions iisted above, Pacific Connty

may take civil action against a person wiro violates any provision of this Ordinance or

who fails to comply with any of its requ.ilements. Such civil action inciudes, but is not

iimited to, injrurctive relief, iicense revocation, and abatement, or all of the above' If
Pacific County prevaiis in a civil lawsuit, the court lnay award the County reasonable

costs including, but not limited to, the costs of the responsible officiais' time, witness

fees, attorney fees, court costs, and tire costs to tire County of abatement or of
enforcement of an injr,rnction, or both. Any or all of the remedies alticulated above may

be used by the County to enfolce this Ordinance. Nothing contained in this Ordinance

sha11 prevent the Cor.urty fi"om taking such otiret 1awfu1 actlotL as is necessary to

plerrent or remedy any violatton.

SECTION 14. SAVINGS AND SEVERABILITY

If any provision,
unconstitutiona1,
deemed severed
in fu11 force and
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or poltion thereof, coutained in this Ordinance ts ireid to be

i1valid., ot unenforceable, sard provisions, oL portlon(s) theteof, shall be

and the remaincler of tiris Oldinance shal1 not be affected and silall rernain

effect.



FECTIV

pacific Cor-rnty Ordinance No, 358 shall take effect immediately. Pacific County

Oldinance No. 35A is heleby repealed

pASSED by the Boar.d of Pacific County Commissiollers meeting in regular sessloll

Sor-rth Benc1, Washington, by the following vote, then signed by itsrtneinbership and

attested to by_its Cleik in authorization of such passage tire *i =t 
day of

--lD*1a_!:'-' 
2007.

AYE: O NAY: ABSTAIN; U ABSENT

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
PACIFiC COLNTY, WASHINGTON

ATTEST:

I(athy Noten, lerk of the Board
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ino, Chainlan

Comnissionel
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Pacific County Assembly Permit Checklist 

Ordinance No. 35B 

General information: 
A. Written application for a social event or assembly shall be made to the Board of County Commissioners within  

one hundred and twenty (120) days prior to the event. 
B. Submit a scaled site plan locating the following facilities: 

1. Location of sanitary facilities. 
2. Parking areas. 
3. Location of fire protection equipment. 
4. Where traffic/crowd control personnel will be positioned. 
5. Location of food booths. 

C. Submit a fee (non refundable) in the amount of $275.00.  Please make checks payable to Pacific County and mail to  
P O Box 187, South Bend, WA  98586. 

 

Sanitary facilities: 
A. Water supply: Water supply must come from an approved public water supply system specified in Chapter 246-290 WAC 
B. Toilet facilities: The number of toilet facilities is based on the projected maximum daily attendance. 

1. Eight (8) toilets for the first one thousand (1,000) attendees. 
2. Two (2) toilets per additional five hundred (500) attendees. 
3. Two (2) toilets must be handicap accessible. 
4. Toilet facilities must be accompanied with hand washing stations of a sufficient number to prevent a health 

hazard. 
5. Toilet facilities must be located three hundred (300) feet of all day use and overnight camping areas. 

C. Solid waste: All solid waste including but not limited to garbage, trash, or other refuse, must be collected, transported and 
disposed of in a manner that complies with the requirements of Pacific County Board of Health Ordinance No. 2C.  

D. Food service facilities: Food service facilities shall be considered temporary food service establishments and comply with 
the requirements of Local Board of Health Ordinance 6A.  All temporary food service establishments are required to obtain 
a license from the Department of Community Development two (2) weeks prior to the event. 

E. Overnight camping: Overnight camping and the use of recreational vehicles shall comply with the requirements of Local 
Board of Health Ordinance No. 5. 

 

Fire Protection:  
 The applicant of an assembly or social event must provide evidence that sufficient approved fire protection devices will be 

present at, in, or near any building, tent, stadium, or enclosure where ten (10) or more persons are expected to congregate.  
 

Traffic/crowd control:   
 Prior to issuance of any assembly permit, the applicant must first meet with the Sheriff and other appropriate public health and 

safety entities and provide a specific plan for traffic and crowd control and public safety.  All such plans must be reviewed and 
approved by the aforementioned public safety entities prior to the permit being issued by the Board of County Commissioners.  

 

Parking facilities:   
 An applicant shall provide evidence that there will be adequate parking space to accommodate one (1) vehicle per every three 

(3) persons. Adequate ingress and egress shall be provided from every parking area. 
 

Operating hours:  
 No social event or assembly coming within the unincorporated areas of Pacific County shall operate between the hours of  

2:30 AM and 7:00 AM. 
 

Miscellaneous:  
 An applicant shall not receive a permit until he or she files a Certificate of Insurance in an amount specified by the County that 

is reasonably calculated for potential damage which may occur as a result of the social event or assembly. 
 

Outdoor music festival:  
 An applicant who seeks to sponsor an outdoor music festival which is regulated under Chapter 246-347 WAC, or any  

amendments thereto, also must comply with requirements listed under the WAC. 
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BOARD OF PACIFIC COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
P.O. Box 187 

South Bend, WA 98586  
360/875-9337   FAX 360/875-9335 

EVENT/ASSEMBLY INFORMATION 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Assembly Permit Application 
Pacific County Ordinance No. 35B 
Board of Pacific County Commissioners 
Internet Address:  www.co.pacific.wa.us  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Organization/name of event: 

Location Address: 

Mailing Address: 

Contact person/person in charge:                                                                                    Phone No.: 

Date(s) of event:                                                                                                                   

Overnight Camping?       YES                    NO 

Water supply:                                                                                                                         

Sewage disposal:                                                         

Number of people attending:  

Number of toilet facilities: 
Required number of toilets: 8 toilets per 1,000 attendees, 2 toilets for each additional 500 attendees, and 2 toilets handicap accessible. 

Number of hand washing facilities: 

Method of solid waste disposal: 

Number of food service facilities: 

Certificate of liability insurance:      YES              NO                    Filed:                                                                       Date: 

A social event or assembly for any purposes which said persons 
believes, or has reason to believe, will attract two thousand 
(2,000) or more persons during any day at a particular location 
within Pacific County which is outside the limits of incorpo-
rated cities and towns, is required to obtain a permit. 

            

Applicant’s Signature: 

Print Name: Date: 

Approved By: Date Issued: 

 PERMIT  FEE: $275.00 (non-refundable) 
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Request for Assembly Permit Waiver 
Pacific County Ordinance No. 35B 

 
I, ________________________________________________ request waiver from the Board 
of County Commissioners from the following item(s): 
 
[   ] Site plan requirements 
 
[   ] Section 5 − Sanitary facilities  
 
[   ] Section 7 − Traffic control   
 
[   ] Section 8 − Parking facilities   
 
[   ] Section 10 − Operating hours   
 
[   ] Section 12 − Certificate of Liability Insurance  
 
[   ] Section 12 − Fees 
 
 
For the following reason(s): 
 
 

 




